CTHE   KING   DELIGHTETH   TO   HONOUR'
and all he needed was the patronage of the favourite to assure his advancement. So he offered his services in the present difficult situation.
The financial dispute became much less acute when Rutland's son died in the March of 1620, which made Katherine his only child. The Earl was now willing to bestow upon his daughter a dowry larger than she would have received during her brother's lifetime. There remained the religious problem, which Williams proceeded to tackle with typical shrewdness. Approaching the lady herself, he essayed her conversion by pointing out to her the beauty of the catechism and the marriage service in the English Prayer Book. He was wise enough not to alienate her by denouncing the doctrines of the Church of Rome or the Headship of the Pope. Eventually Lady Katherine, who was deeply in love with Buckingham, declared that the potent arguments of Williams had converted her and that she was now ready to embrace the Anglican faith.
This apostasy incensed the Earl of Rutland and his fury was only increased by the incident which followed. The story spread abroad that Buckingham, too impatient to wait for his love, tempted her to his lodging at Whitehall and kept her there all night, much to the detriment of the lady's honour.1 This was the garbled version of the truth which reached the ears of Rutland, but his daughter had quite a different story to tell." According to her account the Countess of Buckingham called for her on the day in question and the two ladies spent the day together. In the evening Katherine fell ill, so that she could not go home until next morning. The moot point, of which her father refused to be convinced, was that she had spent the night, not with Buckingham, but with his mother.
1 This is the story told in WILSON, Life and Reign of James /, p. 728. 1 See Col. S. P. Dom. (James I), 1619-23, p. 133-
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